
Introduction
Cars, vans, garbage trucks and snow ploughs, the job 
of managing, maintaining and repairing vehicles for the 
vibrant city of Rotterdam is carried out by Roteb Lease. 

They do this with the intention to keep the city clean and pleasant 
for living, working and recreation. Using Shell GTL Fuel is helping 
them pay particular attention to local air quality.

The challenge
Most of Roteb’s specialised vehicles’ work takes place in the 
city centre, where pedestrians and its own staff are constantly 
walking around the vehicles.

The Municipality of Rotterdam uses so-called ‘environmental 
zones’ which means that only vehicles emitting less local 
emissions (compared to regular diesel) are permitted to drive 
within the specified zones.

Within the Municipality Roteb has been working intensively 
to improve local air quality and has set up a programme, the 
Rotterdam Action Programme Airquality (RAL) with the aim of 
reducing particulate emissions from vehicle exhausts.

The solution
Roteb has been using Shell GTL Fuel in 50 vehicles – 25 
garbage trucks and 25 street sweepers, since November 2012. 
They chose Shell GTL Fuel because it is a cleaner burning fuel 
compared to regular diesel and in this way expect people in the 
city to be less exposed to local emissions.

To help reduce local emissions, Roteb had previously tested 
several other types of fuel such as bio ethanol, bio gasoil and 
LPG. Most came with complications, such as the need to modify 
existing vehicles or the requirement for shorter maintenance 
intervals. “A great advantage of Shell GTL Fuel for us,” says 
Peter Witvliet, Head of Roteb Lease, “was that there was no 
modification or extra maintenance required. The product was 
directly applicable and ready to go!”
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About Certas Energy 
As the UK’s largest independent distributor of fuel and 
lubricants, we operate a national network that delivers a 
competitive, responsive local service. 

Shell GTL Fuel is a gas-derived liquid fuel. It burns cleaner 
than conventional diesel so produces fewer local emissions 
and less visible black smoke. This is because it contains 
virtually no sulphur or aromatic compounds and has a high 
cetane number. Shell GTL Fuel can be used in existing 
vehicles and other equipment with heavy duty diesel engines 
without modification and has been available in the UK since 
2016.

For more information on how Certas Energy can support your 
journey towards lower emissions through alternative fuels such 
as Shell GTL Fuel contact us on.

0345 600 4040 

getintouch@certasenergy.co.uk 

certasenergy.co.uk

A great advantage of Shell GTL Fuel for us was that there was 
no modification or extra maintenance required. The product was 
directly applicable and ready to go.

Peter Witvliet
Head of Roteb Lease

About Roteb Lease
On behalf of the City of Rotterdam, Roteb Lease manages 
repairs and maintains in and outside the region of Rotterdam, a 
number of fleets including vans, cars and specialist vehicles and 
equipment, such as refuse-collection trucks, sweepers spreaders, 
snow-ploughs, lifts, fire fighting vehicles and ambulances.

Roteb Lease does a cleaner job with Shell GTL Fuel


