
Introduction
Sandwich Riverboat Tours have been operating along the river 
Stour, Kent since 1999. Three vessels guide visitors along the river 
and tell the story of the area and the unique mix of wildlife that 
can be seen along the river banks, learning of everything from the 
perfect habitats for the white clawed crayfish to the tour’s main 
attraction, common seals, that can be seen at the edge of the river 
leading out to the sea.

The challenge
Previously boats ran on diesel and owner, Captain Colin Carr, 
looked for alternatives due to reduce the environmental impact that 
operations had on the area. “We are a governed ‘sites of special 
scientific interest’ (SSSIs) site which is protected by law to conserve 
their wildlife or geology. 
The tour navigates a stretch of the river looked after by the Shellness 
RSPB and the Pegwell Bay Kent Wildlife Trust, so it’s vital that our 
tours are safe and offer no hazards or risks to the wildlife that we are 
passionate about protecting.”

The solution
The Sandwich Tug Boat has been running on Shell GTL Fuel all 
winter. Exhaust emissions were immediately reduced significantly 
with no smell or fumes – even customers have noticed. No engine 
or tank modifications were needed, which was a huge benefit as the 
fuel dropped straight in. 
Despite the frosty weather the engine now starts without needed a 
‘cold start’ due to switching the fuel.  
The engine on the boat was built in 1970, a six litre ford diesel. 
Since using Shell GTL Fuel the combustion is has improved and the 
engine oil has stayed cleaner for longer. Captain Carr commented 
“I noticed this on my first oil change, usually the oil is black by week 
one, but since using Shell GTL Fuel it’s not until week three the oil is 
starting to blacken.”
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About Certas Energy 
As the UK’s largest independent distributor of fuel and 
lubricants, we operate a national network that delivers a 
competitive, responsive local service. 
Shell GTL Fuel is a gas-derived liquid fuel. It burns cleaner than 
conventional diesel so produces fewer local emissions and 
less visible black smoke. This is because it contains virtually no 
sulphur or aromatic compounds and has a high cetane 
number. Shell GTL Fuel can be used in existing vehicles and 
other equipment with heavy duty diesel engines without 
modification and has been available in the UK since 2016.
For more information on how Certas Energy can support your 
journey towards lower emissions through alternative fuels such 
as Shell GTL Fuel contact us on.

0345 600 4040 

getintouch@certasenergy.co.uk 

certasenergy.co.uk

Navigating the journey to cleaner air, Sandwich Riverboat 
Tour lowers emissions on the Kent waterways 

Shell GTL Fuel is less harmful to the marine environment as it is 
biodegradable. 

Captain Colin Carr 
Owner and operator of The Sandwich Riverboat Tour


